The Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations

(Comhnascadh Cumann Beachairi na hEireann)

Lecture Tour

By

Mr William Robson 

of Chain Bridge Honey Farm, Berwick Upon Tweed, Northumberland

Mr William Robson of Chain Bridge Honey Farm together with his wife Daphne plan to visit Ireland during the latter part of February 2010. He has kindly accepted our invitation to speak and has agreed to speak at the following centres: -

The Community Centre, Navan, Co Meath on Thursday 18th of February 2010 at 8 p.m

The County Offaly Historical Society Hall, Bury Quay, Tullamore, Co Offaly, on Friday 19th of February 2010

The Tipperary Institute, Nenagh Road, Thurles, Co Tipperary on Monday 22nd of February 2010 at 8.p.m.

Chain Bridge Honey Farm is a flourishing family business, started by beekeeping advisor William Selby Robson in 1948. In 1962, his son, also William but known as Willie, took up beekeeping with the aim of expanding his father’s enterprise, not only by increasing the number of hives, but also the diversity of products. In 1971 William Robson Snr retired and helped Willie establish a viable honey farm. In 1973 Daphne Robson joined the business, preparing honey for sale and delivering it to the shops. The honey house was gradually extended to include workshops and, in 1991, a very comprehensive visitor centre. Around this time many new products were introduced using the vast amounts of beeswax produced. Hive numbers rose gradually as the seasons allowed from 500 to nearly 2,000 at present (with 2,500 the future target). These are located within a 40-mile radius of Berwick-upon-Tweed. The farm currently employs 15 people including Willie and Daphne and their three children, Stephen, Heather and Frances.

The bees at Chain Bridge Honey Farm (apis mellifera, brown bees indigenous to northern Europe) can produce up to 50 tonnes of honey in a good season. The bees begin their honey-making year in fields of oil seed rape. Besides this crop the bees can forage on hawthorn, willowherb borage and phacelia. Towards the end of July the bees are transported to the heather moors.

The lectures are free and open to all. Do show your appreciation of Willie's generosity by attending.  Associations should consider hiring a bus to attend in numbers
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